RECORD-SLINGING IN THE RAIN

Even in foul weather and on his off days Texas A&M's huge Randy Maison heaves the shot and discus so far that ht

has track coaches falking in superlatives and fellow athletes scrambling madly for cover by EDWIN SHRAKE

Dm\n at the far end of the field the
broad jumpers were jogging beside
the runway to the broad-jump pit. They
were bending and stretching, shaking
out their muscles in the Texas sun, pay.
ing no attention to what was happening
nearly 200 feet away, where a very large
young man had picked up a discus. Sud-
denly somebody yelled, Something
whizzed through the air above the broad
jumpers, satled over the runway and
knocked a hunk out of the second lane
of the track. Astonished, the broad
jumpers looked at the discus lying on the
track and then down toward where Ran.
dy Matson was standing. And that was
all the broad-jumping anybody did for
a while.

The throw—201 fect 5% inches—wag
made in Waco a couple of weeks ago
and was the longest in the history of
college track, but it will not be allowed
as a record because, of all things, Matson
threw uphill. Had the field been level,
the discus would have gone seven to
ten feet farther.

Such performances, official or unoffi-
cial, are becoming commonplace tor the
20-year-old Matson. Just five days carlicr
he had set the world record of 67 feet
114 inches in the shotpur. What else he
may accomplish if he does not lose inter-
¢st 15 a maltter of joyous speculation
around Texas A&M, where Matson, now
a sophomore, finally decided to enrol]
after picking through 100 scholarships.,

1 know what's going to happen one
of these days,”” said Bavlor Track Coach
Clyde Hart, “We'll see Matson standing
on the middle platform at the Olympics,
getting his gold medal. He'll peel off his
A&M warmup suit, and underneath he'll
have on a cape and a big S on his chest,
Fhen he'll fly away, and we'll all wonder
whether we really saw him,"

Already Matson has become the most
sought-after celebrity in track and field,
Triangular meets with Matson in them
draw about 4,000 people and can pay

Putting shof to the uswval clatter of cameras

sweoar-suited Matson sels Drake Relays mark,
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