HAVING LOST ALMOST HIS ENTIRE SQUAD TO \
MAGAZINE | OUTSIDE INTERESTS, CONTRACT LOOP-HOLES,
REFLAY : AND OTHER DISSATISFACTIONS, THE COACH EM=
PLOYS THE ABZ BROADCASTING TEAM TO FILL
THE NECESSARY SPOTS IN THE SMOGGER ROSTER..

MERRYFACE --YOU'RE MY
GUARTERBACK { GIFTED--YOLI'RE MY
FLANKER ! AND CURSEWEL L --YOU'RE

WY MIDDLE LINEBACKER ! P

®  BY NICK MEGLIN & JACK DAVIS

READY, ME
| coacu!| | ToO!

NoT sOFAST ITis oksy || MY RAZOR-SHARP MIND

FOR YOLI FORMER JOCKS | | DEPENDS LPON MY NEED |S A FEW MINUTES OUT
TO GO OUT THERE AND GOLPEN THROAT | THERE TO GINE YOU HOLRS ==
GET KNOCKED AROLUND! TO CARRY (TS BRILLIANCE!|| WEEKS OF TALK ABOUT YOUR
THATS ABOUT ALL YOU'RE | | I'M AFRAID IT's ARIEK T || PERSONAL, FIRST-HAND EX-
60D FOR CONSIDERING YOLR CANNOT AFFORD PERIENCES IN PRO BALL |
NEGLIGIBLE TALENT AS ANNOLUNCERS TO MAKE |

ANYWAY ! BUT WHAT ABOUT ME 2 WHAT
IF T SHOULD SPRAIN MY LARYNX
OR SOMETHING Z

= e T
(HMMM, T NEVER THOUGHT | NOW LISTEN, GUYS | WEVE — Exacrey! 7 THiS 15 MO L]
OF IT 7447 WAY| FOR ONCE| WATCHED 90 MILES OF 4 TOKING
YOU CLOWNS ARE RIGHT! T | FILM ON THE SHEEPHERDERS teoTIT | |EXACTLy? || Fiore!'THE
OWE IT TO My ARMY OF AND WE'VE LEARNED ONE COACH ! BUT, COACH--| | COACHING STAFF
FOLLOWERS TO GO OUT KEY FACTOR-- THIS TEAM WE AN T ONLY SAIP | | HAS ENGINEERED
THERE AND PERSEVERE! LIKES T BOUNCE BACK ! BEAT ITAS A THIS STRATEGY
SLORE A TOLCHPOWN, THEY'LL POWN TO A
SOORE THWO IN ANGER.! KICK FRIZZLE! WE CaLL
AFIELD GOAL, THEY'LL KICK IT "PREVENTIVE
THREE N REVENGE | OFFENSE I

55 §
10U MEAN LIKE

THE GIANTS
\ "PREVENTIVE




RIGHT, EXCEPT
THAT THIS ONE WORKS!
ITS REALLY VERY
SIMPLE--TUST WHEN
WE GET INSIDE THEIR
10, NE'LL DRAW A
PENALTY CR MAYBE

FUMBLE [T AWAY |

TRUE,BUT THIS
TIME IT'LL BE
INTENTIONAL!
THE SHEEP-
HERDERS WILL
BE SO RELAXED
S0 CONFIDANT,
| AND SO FILLED

~Y WITH PITY AT

: ’,___..___‘_\\ =
e

OUR LAUGHABLE

THEY'LL HAVE
NOTHING
GOING FOR

THIS 16 ZERO IRREGARDLESS HERE IN THE BOOTH |
BRINGING YOU THE MOST BOR/NG PLAY-OFF GAME
IN THE HISTORY OF PRO FOOTBALL | TMEPTNESS
REIGNS SLIPREME AT SMOGGER STADILM WITH THE
HOST TEAM LINABLE T0 SUSTAIN A PRIVE,LET ALONE
INTEREST ! AT LEAST 7 SHEEPHERDERS HAVE
BEEN CARRIED OFF THE FIELD ON STRETCHERS
SOUNC ASLEEF !

GOoor QUESTION,
FIORE | HOW DO WE
WIN IF WE PON'T
SCORE? WE PO
SCORE | BUT ONLY
WITH 20 SECONDS
LEFT IN THE GAME,
WHEN IT's 700 LATE
FOR THEM TO
BOLVCGE BACK !

IT JUST MIGHT WORK.,,]

IT JUsT
MieHT
WORK...

|T JusT
MIGHT
WORK...

WITH ONLY THWO MVULITES LEFT N THIS
SCORELESS TIE, THE SMOGEERS ARE HUDPLED
AROLIND THEIR COACH AT THE SIPELINES,
OBVIOUSLY PLANNING A UNIGUE FUMBLE
OR RULE INFRACTION THEY HAVEN'T MADE

i YET

OKAY, GLUYS--IT'6 TIME TO |
EAT UF THE CLOCK N
OUR MARCH DOWNFIELD
AND THEN--OLR " ARE -
VENTIVE OFFENSE *
poLBLeEcRoss |

PANDY DON MERRY-
FACE SETS LIP IN THE
POCKET.,,.PLMPS ONCE,..
PUMPS TWICE ...
THROWS LONG:... J—

...IN THE DIRECTION
OF FRANK GIFTEDR
STREAKING DOWN
THE SIPELINES...

...GIFTED IS

RUNNING THE

WRrRonG way'!




GIFTED IS ALL THE

. LOOSE BALL! NERRY-

WAY DOWN T2 His L] FACE RECONERS FCOR THE

OWN FIVE YARD LINE T7] SMOGGERS AND STARTE
WHERE HE IS BACK. DOWNFIELD WITH
TACKLED BY THE SHEEPHERDERS IN

... RECOVERED BY
THE SHEEPHERDERS
WITH ONLY 30 E-ECONIJEJ

.. MERRYFACE |5 TACKLED
ON THE SHEEPHERDER
[ 2 YARD LINE AND FLMBLES...

LEFT TO PLAY--AND
THEY ARE MAL!

APATHETIC PURSUIT... |

YO Kvow /71 we
STILL GOT 30 SECONPS
LEFT! WE scORED 3
TIMES AGAINST THE
IPAHO POTATOES IN
30 SECONDS WHEN WE

WELL, We'LL
MAKE YOU PAY

THE SHEEPHERDERS ARE LINED UP IN THEIR FAMOUS "CONFUSION"
FORMATION --THAO AR TEREBACKS N THE BACK FIELD ! THAT
CAN MEAN ONLY ONE THING-- ROGER DODBER OR CRAIG MOR-
CFETHANON WILL TRY A S8amME 1O ROB HAZE | THE BALL
15 SNAPPED T© DODGER DEEF IN HIS OWN AL ZONVE ...

11

WERE JUST A LITTLE
ANNOYED ! TUST
IMAGINE WHAT WE
CAN DO NOW THAT

HERE, craIG !
Pass T !

BUT T PASSED
IT £AST TIME!
IT's YOUR

TURN! HERE!

NO, THE COACH
WANTS YoL/
TO PASS 1T !

oKaY, L'LL
PASS IT..

HAS DROPPED B8OTH SHEEPHERDER

L DON'T BELIEVE /T IN THE DEFENSIVE 1
PLAY OF THE CENTURY, HARDHIT CURSEWELL.

RUARTERBACKS IN THEIR CWN END ZONE FOR
A SAFETY! THERE'S THE GLIN !
THE SMOGGERS WINIT 2-0 f ?

AH, KNOW, FRANK !
IF HE WAS HARD
TO LIVE WITH

BEFORE, INAGINE
HOW HE'S GONNA
BE MOW/

YOU KNOW
WHAT THAT
LAST
PLAY
MEANS,
PANDY

LETS FACE
IT--ASTAR
/5 A sTAR!




